[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YOUNGSVILLE, LOUISIANA HELD ON THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015 AT 6:00 PM AT YOUNGSVILLE CITY HALL

PRESENT:  Mayor Ken Ritter and Councilmembers: Jamison Abshire (Division A); Lauren Michel (Division B), Matt Romero (Division C), Kenneth Stansbury (Division D); Dianne McClelland (Division E)

STAFF:  Simone Champagne (CAO), Sally Angers (City Clerk), Ashley Sexton (City Treasurer), George Knox (City Attorney), Andre Boudreaux (Parks & Recreation), Charles Langlinais (City Manager)

GUESTS:  Pamela Granger (City Engineer), Rickey Boudreaux (Police Chief), Nick Latiolais (Asst. Police Chief), Joyce & Gene Hamilton, Ken Whitaker, David Stejskal, Gene & Joyce Broussard, Joseph & Nelda Powell, Dirk & Rita Bergeron, Paul & Misty Walters, Colvin & Stephanie Thibeaux, Gary P. Williams, Brian & Janet Rock, Brenda J. Burley, Carl & Margaret Chair, Carrol Broussard, Phil Gallet, Bill & Glenda Bryan, Angelique Hernandez, David Hamer, Hunter Clanton, Clint Musemeche, Dana Polo Abshire, Josh Borill, Mike Michot, Larry Romero, Zeke Zitzmann, Jay Cormier, Linda Meaux, Mike Pugh

Mayor Ritter called upon Councilwoman Lauren Michel to lead the prayer and pledge

AGENDA ITEM 1.  Presentation of Mardi Gras Float Awards.  Mayor Ritter presented the following awards for the Mardi Gras Parade to: 
•	Best Spirited Float – Krewe du Budweiser – Heather Abshire
•	Best Decorated Float – Krewe Fireballer – Marcus Fitzgerald

AGENDA ITEM 2.  Patricia Thompson, Public Affairs Manager for Cox Communications – Ms. Thompson gave an update on Cox Services for the Youngsville area.  She said that fiber to the home has been a big topic and that there are two (2) developments in the Youngsville area that will have Cox fiber:  Sabal Palms and Cypress Gardens.  Ms. Thompson stated that Cox has a partnership agreement with the Sports Complex which includes the City being able to do a 30 second promotional commercial and also to utilize their digital billboard at Verot and Ambassador Caffery.  She said that there is a show called Across Louisiana that promotes local culture and events and invited the Mayor to be a guest or anyone else that has a non-profit or educational initiative.  Ms. Thompson added that Cox offers internet for $9.95 per month for children that are on free lunch.

AGENDA ITEM 3.  Paul Guilbeau, Vice Chairman of the Lafayette Airport Commission, introduced Steven Picou as the new Airport Authority Director.  Mr. Picou stated that his intent is to make Lafayette Regional Airport the best airport in southwest region of Louisiana.

AGENDA ITEM 4.  Mike Michot, Picard Group – present update on Legislative services provided.
Mayor Ritter informed the Council that he requested that Mr. Michot come to provide an update on their services to the new Council.  

Mr. Michot congratulated the new Council on their election and stated that the Picard Group is the City’s lobbyist and government relations firm and have worked for Youngsville for approximately three (3) years.  He said that they are the boots on the ground at the State Capital and are there to help garnish and monitor the capital outlay dollars for the City through the Legislative Session to the Bond Commission agenda.    He said he and Josh Borill are the primary contacts for the City and their future efforts will be focused on the widening of Highway 89 in the Legislative Session which begins on April 13, 2015.  Mr. Michot stated that they will also monitor any bills that could possibly effect Youngsville. 

AGENDA ITEM 5.  Eric Rosen – Update on Metairie Centre.  Mr. Rosen provided an update on Metairie Centre and Teal Realty and stated that 18 new businesses have located there.  He said that the following new businesses that will be coming in are Twins, Peking Gardens and Pizza Palace.  He said that plans have begun for Building 5 and that Iberia Bank will be a tenant.  

Mayor Ritter thanked Mr. Rosen and stated that his investment in Youngsville is greatly appreciated. 

AGENDA ITEM 6.  Mark Lemaire – Request Setback Variance at 100 Brookhollow Drive, Copper Meadows Subdivision.  A motion was offered by Mr. Romero, seconded by Ms. McClelland to approve a 4’6” rear setback variance at 100 Brookhollow Drive in Copper Meadows Subdivision and that gutters are required on the structure being built, and the vote was as follows;
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Mr. Lemaire stated that his request is for a 4’6” variance into the 10’ minimum in the rear of his property and that he has letters of no objection from his neighbors and the Homeowners Association. 

AGENDA ITEM 7.  VFW Post 9210 Quartermaster Phil Gallet – Request designation of a portion of Lafayette Street as “VFW Memorial Drive”.  A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Ms. Michel, to adopt Resolution No. 2015-04 approving the designation of that portion of Lafayette Street from the round-a-bout at LA Hwy 92 to Church Street, as the “Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial Drive”, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Prior to the motion, Quartermaster Gallet introduced Vice Commander Russell Bourque, U.S. Army; Mr. Matt Michel, United States Marine Corps; and Mr. Gene Hamilton, United States Navy.
He said that he recommended an 18” X 24” sign with the wording “Youngsville Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial Drive”.  Mr. Gallet stated that this is a dedication and not a street name change so no one’s address will change.  He said that they would like to recommend that the dedication ceremony be held on Memorial Day.

Mr. Romero asked that the date of the dedication be considered closely as he would like to see a large turnout and Memorial Day weekend is a big travel weekend for many families. 

Mayor Ritter said that he would like to see someone from the Council work closely with the VFW to help get this project done in a timely manner.  Councilwoman Lauren Michel volunteered to head the project. 

AGENDA ITEM 8. Discuss and consider approval of road improvement projects for the $3.5 Million Bond Issue.  Mayor Ritter presented a spreadsheet to the Council that shows the top priority projects that were identified by him and City Engineer Pamela Granger.  He stated that there is one other road that is not on the list but will be looked at which is S. Larriviere Road that includes portions inside and outside the City limits.  The Mayor added that the City has hired Tony Tramel to evaluate improvements needed at S. Larriviere and Hwy 92 which will involve intergovernmental agreements. He then called on Ms. Granger who presented the following list of proposed projects and stated that they have been split between several different engineering consultants.  She stated that they are also evaluating bridges.

	Savoy Road Reconstruction and Overlay
	Reconstruction of pavement from Chemin Metairie to Decon, minor roadway drainage improvement
	$405,000.00
	Domingue, Szabo & Associates
	$70,000.00

	Détente Road patching, mill and overlay
	Patching, mill and overlay Détente Road from Chemin Metairie to Chemin Agreable
	$498,731.36
	Royal Engineers
	$60,360.00

	Fortune Road patching, mill and overlay
	Patching, mill and overlay Fortune Road from Bonin Road to Hwy 89
	$463,250.00
	Montagnet & Domingue
	$73,000.00

	Iberia Street Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge
	Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge along Iberia Street from School Street to Sugar Mill Pond
	$308,467.20
	Royal Engineers
	$40,445.00

	Railroad/Savoy Road Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge
	Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge  along Railroad Street from Avenue B to Savoy Road in front of Renaissance Charter Academy
	$169,224.00
	Royal Engineers
	$30,450.00

	Chemin Metairie Parkway Phase 1 Emergency Roadway Patching and Reconstruction
	Patching and reconstruction of Chemin Metairie Parkway from Hwy 92 to Hwy 89
	$451,161.00
	CH2M HILL
	$25,000.00

	Total of Phase 1 Proposed Projects
	 
	$2,295,833.56 
	 
	$299,255.00 



After much discussion on the proposed projects, a motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Mr. Stansbury, to approve the City of Youngsville $3.5 Million Bond Issue Capital Improvements Project, Phase 1 dated March 4, 2015, with the exclusion of the Railroad/Savoy Road Sidewalk and Pedestrian Bridge Project until a revised design is presented, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Before the vote, Councilman Romero requested that the south half of Détente Road Project be divided into Phase 1 from Burley Road to Chemin Metairie and Phase 2 from Burley to Chemin Agreable.  Phase 2 to be done closer to the end of the projects because of the heavy trucks causing wear and tear on the road while the new subdivisions are being built.

	PLATS & SUBDIVISIONS

AGENDA ITEM 9.	Preliminary Plat Approval - Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center, Inc. Lots 1 & 2 located at LA Hwy 89 and Heart D Farm Road. (Public hearing held at 5:30 prior to the Council meeting). A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Mr. Abshire, to grant preliminary plat approval to Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center, Inc. Lots 1 & 2 subject to the following: a) acceptance of City Engineer Pamela Gonzales Granger’s letter dated March 4, 2015, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

	ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION

AGENDA ITEM 10.	Ordinance No. 265.2-2015 – An ordinance of the City of Youngsville, Louisiana amending and replacing Ordinance No. 265.1-2013 limiting the use of some public streets of the City of Youngsville by certain vehicles with three (3) or more axles or over 25,000 pounds gross weight. A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Ms. Michel, to introduce Ordinance No. 265.2-2015 an ordinance of the City of Youngsville, Louisiana amending and replacing Ordinance No. 265.1-2013 limiting the use of some public streets of the City of Youngsville by certain vehicles with three (3) or more axles or over 25,000 pounds gross weight, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Prior to the vote, Ms. McClelland stated that she asked that the previous ordinance be amended because she received several complaints about heavy trucks on some of the City’s interior public streets. She said that she spoke with Police Chief Rickey Boudreaux and he suggested that the ordinance be amended for enforcement purposes.

	ORDINANCES FOR FINAL ADOPTION

AGENDA ITEM 11.	Annexation Ordinance No. 377-2015 – an ordinance amending the Official Map of the City of Youngsville, providing for the annexation of additional land into the corporate limits of the City, being Chemin Acres, LLC, c/o Robert Daigle, property located at 1300 Chemin Metairie Road.  A motion was offered by Mr. Stansbury, seconded by Ms. McClelland, to adopt Annexation Ordinance No. 377-2015 an ordinance amending the Official Map of the City of Youngsville, providing for the annexation of additional land into the corporate limits of the City, being Chemin Acres, LLC, c/o Robert Daigle, property located at 1300 Chemin Metairie Road, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

	RESOLUTIONS

AGENDA ITEM 12.	Resolution No. 2015-04 – A resolution in support of Proposition No. 2, Lafayette Parish Public Health and Mosquito Abatement & Control Tax Rededication and Extension on the March 28, 2015 Election Ballot.  A motion was offered by Mr. Romero, seconded by Ms. Michel, to adopt Resolution No. 2015-04 a resolution in support of Proposition No. 2, Lafayette Parish Public Health and Mosquito Abatement & Control Tax Rededication and Extension on the March 28, 2015 Election Ballot, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

	UPDATES/OTHER BUSINESS

AGENDA ITEM 13.  Sports Complex – Andre Boudreaux gave a report on the activities taking place at the Complex.  

Mr. Stansbury stated that the BYYA agreement will be signed shortly and it states that 60% of the baseball games and 30% of the tee ball games will be played at the Sports Complex.  He said that there was some negotiation but everyone believes it is a fair agreement.

AGENDA ITEM 14.  	Police Chief Rickey Boudreaux presented the current statistics for the police department.  The Chief stated that he would like for the Mayor and Council to consider reducing the speed limits in all subdivision to 15 mph but would consider 20 mph.

Councilman Romero stated that he would like everyone to consider reducing the limit to 20 mph because 15 mph is almost an idle speed.
Mayor Ritter said that, if the Council chooses to do this, an amendment to the Subdivision Ordinance may need to be made to include the signage and placement in new subdivisions.  He would like feedback from the Council on if they would like to do this across the board so he can get a cost estimate.

AGENDA ITEM 15.	Project Updates.  City Engineer Pamela Granger stated that the report was in the agenda packets and added the following additions:
· Construction has resumed on the Ground Storage Water Tank
· Hwy 89/Fortune Road Roundabout – Additional funding in the amount of $5,000 requested by CHF for survey for utilities 
· Work resumed for sewer and water on Bonin for Brookshire Grocery
· Traffic cameras and counters to be placed on Larriviere/Hwy 92 by Tony Tramel for the collection of data to substantiate the installation of a traffic light	
· March 23rd will be the start of Chemin Metairie Pkwy Phase 1 Emergency Repair and Reconstruction project with a walk through with Glenn Lege Construction to identify the worst area to start at.

Discussion took place on Meadows Bend ditch.  Ms. Granger stated that there are 2 property owners that have closed in the ditch at their own expense with one open ditch in between them. The property owner in the middle is having issues with standing water and has a permit to pipe in her section but the previous Council motioned that they would get the developer to pipe in the entire ditch and the developers are not going to do this.  

After much discussion about what the City can legally do, City Attorney George Knox suggested that the City Engineer come back with a plan that would work for the area and then he can research the legality of it.

Mayor Ritter reported that he approved a water connection tie in for the Field Crest/Laurel Grove area so the loop will be closed which helps with water pressure.  Pam Granger stated that the initial cost was $14,855 but this will increase due to the connector line not being in the location as shown on the as-built drawings so there will be an additional $5,000 in cost.  There were no objections from the Council.

AGENDA ITEM 16.	Approval of Finance Report for February, 2014.  A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Mr. Romero, to approve the finance report for February, 2014, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.
		
AGENDA ITEM 17.	Minutes of Regular Meeting of February 12, 2015.  A motion was offered by Mr. Romero, seconded by Ms. McClelland, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of February 12, 2015, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.
	
AGENDA COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

AGENDA ITEM 18.	Discuss sending correspondence to the Lafayette Parish School Board regarding school facilities.  Mayor Ritter stated that a letter signed by himself and all of the Council will be sent to the Lafayette Parish Schools Superintendent and the entire School Board stating that they want to work with them but with growth comes need for infrastructure (schools). 

Mayor Ritter asked the Council if they wanted to consider having a second meeting on the 4th Tuesday of the month to handle plats, planning and project reports or possibly just save that date in case it would be needed.  He said that in most months there is a special meeting so this is just up for consideration and asked for the Council to think about if it is something they would want.

Mayor Ritter also handed out a draft of a new City Hall sign and asked for Council feedback.

Mr. Romero announced that Mayor Ritter was re-elected as Vice President of Council of Governments at their recent meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Council, a motion to adjourn was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Mr. Romero, and unanimously carried. 

								/s/ Ken Ritter												Ken Ritter, Mayor 
/s/ Sally M. Angers			
Sally M. Angers, City Clerk
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