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This Growth GuidancePlan was formulated to as a catalyst to promote planned growth
initiatives for the community of Youngsville. This plan represents a compilation of information and

data researched amditten by the following individuals:

Steven Ancelet Troy Hebert
Monique Boulet Mark Romero
Cory Cole Jim Doré

Maraoaret H. Trahan

Wethank Mayor Ken Ritter, the City Council, business leaders and community members whda
contributed to the development of ideas whieltped form this writing. Walsoacknowledge and
thank Dr. Patricia Lanier, Department of Management Professor, B. |.\Mbdcbllege of Business

for the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, for the guidance, insight and leadership she provided in

development of this proposal. The future and growth of Youngsville is clearly valued by stake holdef§s

who offered time andleas in the due diligence completed for this initiative.

Prepared by the University of Louisiana at Lafayette Executive MBA-2013 cohort: Steven
Ancelet, Monique Boulet, Cory Cole, Jiboré Troy Hebert, Mark Romero, and Margaret H. Trahan

under the direction of Dr. Patricia Lanier.




Executive Summary




As the fastest growing city in Louisiana, Youngsville is at a crossroads in maintaining its rura

character, strengthening its economy and maintaining a quality of life that residents &kgect.

pressure for development of the area is real and increafimgs, the need for a master plan is apparent
andhasprompted city leaders to request the assistance of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette's
College of Business to recommend a path forw&tdw growth is managed now will undoubtedly
affect the Gy for many generations hencklany positive elements have already been implemented
that regulate developmenthus, this Growth Guidand@an organizes the next stepsthe planning

journey.

Settled in the early nineteenth century, Youngsville is atiya city that has attracted a young
population and one that islaévely affluent and educated. The ndedgood schools, sulvisions,
and recreation are drivinggrowth s ur vey of residents in | ate
identified their priority areas as police services, infrastructure, flood protection, traffic flow and job
creation. These priorities underscore the challenges faced by the City to handle its greavth

strongespoints of tension are its und&veloped infrasticture supports and its vision as a sustainable,

livable city. Growing with intentionality requires a partnership with its citizens, businesses and servifie

organizations.

This report highlights several communities that successfully utilized the terppesiof Smart

Growth. SmartG owt h design i s a perfect concept f

Using the goals of Smart Growdls an organizing framework for a master plan, ten priorities are
presented for consideration by Youngsville. Planning next steps are also identified. Finally, varioug

tools are offered, including a Smart Scorecard that translates community obje¢tvesasurable

projectrelated criteria.

goals: support for the rural landscape, helping existing places to thrive, and creating great new plac@s.
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City Overview
History

Youngsville was settled in the early 19th century by French Acadian farmers. Prior to 1839,
George Roy and his son Desire laid out the area and named the community "Roalied Roy
donated 9 arpents of land to the Diocese in 18%3%tablish St. Anne Catholic Churane of the oldest
Catholic Churches in Lafayette Parisbgated orits oldest street, Church Streén 1908 the Village of
Youngsville was incorporataghenthe United States Postal Service asked village leadehatme the
name because the town was being confused wittottre of Rayville in north Louisianalt chose a

democratic government, an elected Mayor and three Aldermen to govern its people.

The Village continued to develop and

Louisiana Governobavid C. Treerdeclared the
village a townon January 20, 1983 he town chose
as its governing body, a Mayor and five Aldermen
accommodate its populatioWVith continued
growth, Youngsville wasetlared a city by Governo

Kathleen Blancan 2006.

Although theCity has extended its

Map of Youngsville

boundaries and expanded its services, Youngsuvill

remairs a rural

city surrounded by sugarcane farms emjgyhe unique atmosre of an urban ared Lafayette

At a glance)Youngsville compargfavorablyto manyLouisiana state average

1 Median household inconggnificantly abovestate average.

1 Median house valugbovestate average.




Unemployed percentadeelowstate average.
Median agéelowstate average.
Rening percentagsignificantly belowstate average.

Length of stay since moving gignificantly belowstate average.

House agdelowstate average.
Percentage of population with a bachelor's degree or héidngficantly abovestate average.

Population/Demographics

As of thecensuf 2010, there were 8,105 people and 2,7@%®skholds residing in the@ity. The
2013 estimated population is 9,944. Since(l1%Be cities surrounding Lafayette had different growth

patterns with some shrinking (St. Martinville), others remaining flat (Abbeville), and others growing

significantly (Broussard, Youngsville). Compared to these cities, Youngsville shows much faster

growth, increasing approximately 350% since 1990entafayette only grew about 20% (Chart 1).

Current estimate dhepopulation as of July 2013 is 9,944 (Chart 2).
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Chart 1: Population of Neighboring Cities(note Lafayette is on right axis due to its much larger population)




Population Estimate (as of July 1, 2013)
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Chart 2: Recent Population Estimates for Youngsville

Populationdistribution by age shows that Youngsuville is a city with a young population (Chart

3). The current median age3R years.
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Chart 3: Breakdown by Age for Youngsville and 70592




Males slightly outnumber females in Youngsville and for the 70592 zip code (Chart 4 and 5).

Male/Female- 70592 Male/Female-
Youngsville

m Male

= Male
Female

Female

Chart 4: Male/Female population Chart 5: Male/Female population

The mediarhouseholdncome in thecity is $67,147 where nales hae a median income of
$41,700 versus $30,710 for females. Plee capita incoméor the townis $31,257. About 4.5% of the

population wadbelow thepoverty line(Chart 6).
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Chart 6: Income Distribution




Youngsville has the highest per capita income in Lafayette PamgsimLouisiana, which makes

it greater than larger cities like New Orleans and Baton Rouge. Estimated household income is $99960
for 2012 versus $42,944 for the state of lstama (Chart 7). Unemployment rate for Youngsville is

shown below and compares favorably with state and national averages (Chart 8).

Per Capita Income Unemployment Rate
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Chart 7: Per Capita Income Chart 8: Unemployment Rate




Males in Youngsville have a high level of employment in support of the oil and gas industry (Chart 9

and females are employpdmarily in thehealth care and educatiorustriegChart 10)

Most common industries in 2008-2012 (%)

B8 Youngsville town Louisiana |

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction (23%)
Construction (10%)

Manufacturing (9%)

Retail trade (8%)

Finance and insurance (7%)

Health care and social assistance (6%)

Real estate and rental and leasing (62%)

Chart 9: Male Employment by Industry

Most common industries in 2008-2012 (%)
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| @8 Youngsville town Louisiana

* Health care and social assistance (22%)

* Educational services (17%)

* Retail trade {14%)

* Accommodation and food services (8%)

* Other services, except public administration (7%)
* Manufacturing (6%)

* Finance and insurance (6%)

Chart 10: Emale Employment by Industry




Thereare2,769 households Youngsville with araverage household sip€2.92 and average family

sizeof 3.24(Chart 11)

Household Types

Married Couple with Children Female non Family Single Single with +65
under 18 householder

Chart 11: Households by Type




Theracial makeumf Youngsville and 70592 isredominately white (Chart 12 and 13).

Breakdown by Race Breakdown by Race
Youngsville 70592
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Chart 12: Population breakdown by Race- Youngsville Chart 13: Population breakdown by Race- 70582

Education Level
6.7% 9.4%

q m Less Than High School
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Chart 14: Education Level of Population

The population of Youngsville is more educated than the population of Louisiana with over 90% of tig=

populationhaving graduatetigh school with another 37% graduating from college (Chart 14).




Schools

Youngsvilleis a membeof District 9 of theLafayette Parish School Systeapresented by
Jeremy HildagoThe strength of the schools within Youngsville plays a significant péreioverall
success of the city and its inhabitant$e schools in Youngsville atereen T. Lindon Elementary
School(PK-4), Ernest Gallet Elementary Schd&K-5), andYoungsville Middle Schoo(5-8). All

public school students from Youngsville attéddey Comeaux High Schowol Lafayette.
Subdivisions

Starting in the early 1990s, development has reduced the nunsegastane and soybean
fields that once completely surrounded Youngsvilleéesuccess of theriginal Copperfield
subdivision alongdighway 89started an ongoing cycle obntinuous devejament. The Copperfield

subdivisiongCopperfield, Copperfield South, Copper Ridgad Copper Meadows)

Permit Activity

Number Issued m Permits/10,000 residents

Chart 15: Permit Activity







