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A recent article in The Advertiser highlights a problem that is also occurring in the City of Youngsville.  This article listed New York, Wisconsin, Maryland, and Alaska as other locations where foreign matter is being flushed into the sewer systems and causing backups.  
Items that are advertised as flushable are creating clogs and backups in the Youngsville sewer system.  Other items such as pre-moistened toilettes, toilet cleaner brushes, baby diapers, and paper towels are also adding to the costs to provide sewer service.  The City of Youngsville has one sewer lift station that requires maintenance three times a week to remove these items from clogged pumps.   
Not only does this add to the operating cost, but it also jeopardizes the system.  Your city crews are very conscientious about keeping the sewer system operating properly, but when these foreign objects are flushed into the system, a backup can occur at any moment.  When this happens late a night or on a weekend, our crews respond as quickly as possible.  But, normally the city doesn’t know there is a problem until a citizen or two notifies us that sewage is backing up into their homes.
We can all work together to prevent these unpleasant events.  It is a simple matter to dispose of diapers, hand wipes, and such without flushing them into the sewer system.  You can do your part to protect your neighbors’ homes and help to control costs at the same time.   
