 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YOUNGSVILLE, LOUISIANA HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2015 AT 6:00 PM AT YOUNGSVILLE CITY HALL

PRESENT:  Mayor Ken Ritter and Councilmembers: Jamison Abshire (Division A); Lauren Michel (Division B), Matt Romero (Division C), Kenneth Stansbury (Division D); Dianne McClelland (Division E)

STAFF:  Simone Champagne (CAO), Sally Angers (City Clerk), Ashley Sexton (City Treasurer), George Knox (City Attorney), Charles Langlinais (City Manager)

GUESTS:  Pamela Granger (City Engineer), Rickey Boudreaux (Police Chief), Nick Latiolais (Asst. Police Chief), Gary P. Williams, Boyd Z. Zitzman, Donald Simon, Megan L. Segura, Patty Guckeen, Phil Gallet, Gertrude Boudreaux, Pervis Boudreaux, Kori LeCompte, Dale & Brenda Langlinais

Mayor Ritter called upon Councilman Jamison Abshire to lead the prayer and pledge.  

AGENDA ITEM 1. State Representative Taylor Barras – Report on Upcoming Legislative Session.  Representative Barras thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing him to speak and stated that Youngsville is a great community and he is proud to serve the City. He stated that the States $1.6 billion revenue shortfall will be the main focus of the legislative session this year and that a total tax restructuring will have to be considered when a new governor comes in next year.  Representative Barras said that he currently sits on the Ways and Means Committee and will do everything he can to help the City of Youngsville.

AGENDA ITEM 2. Introduction of Elizabeth Trahan, new Customer Service Representative for Entergy.  Ms. Trahan stated that she is the new point of contact for Entergy and asked that she be included in any disaster planning that the City may be involved in.

	PLATS & SUBDIVISIONS

AGENDA ITEM 3. Preliminary Plat Approval of Pecan Park Subdivision, Single Family Residential Subdivision located in Section 7, T-11-S, R-5-E (off of Bonin Road), Owner/Developer: Catherine Development, LLC.  A public hearing on the preliminary plat was held at 5:30 pm prior to the Council meeting.  A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Mr. Stansbury, to table preliminary plat approval of Pecan Park Subdivision and request that the developer re-submit a revised plat, all as recommended in City Engineer Pamela Granger’s reviewed letter dated April 1, 2015, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Prior to the motion to table, Ms. Granger stated that there were many conditions from Areawide Development Planning as well as the City and based upon those comments she is recommending that these be addressed by the developer and a new plat be resubmitted.  She said that, Walter Comeaux, the engineer for the development, said that they would comply with all of the comments.

Councilman Romero stated that the engineer is not new to the City of Youngsville and is aware of the city ordinances and that there are at least 11 items that are in conflict. He said that he agrees with Ms. Granger and would prefer that all the comments be addressed and brought back to the Council for consideration. 

AGENDA ITEM 4. Preliminary Plat Approval of Chemin Acres, Residential Development located in Section 1, T-11-S, R-4-E (Chemin Metairie Road), Owner/Developer: Chemin Acres, LLC (c/o Robert 	Daigle). A public hearing on the preliminary plat was held at 5:00 pm prior to the Council meeting.  A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Ms. Michel, to grant preliminary plat approval of Chemin Acres, all as recommended by City Engineer Pamela Granger in a letter dated April 5, 2015, subject to the following: Waive Items 10, 11 & 12 under Conditions of the Lafayette Areawide Development Review Committee Comprehensive Report dated March 31, 2015, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Prior to the motion, Ms. Granger, stated that a request for three (3) waivers were requested by the developer to waive conditions 10, 11, 12 of the Areawide Development Review Committee and she recommends approval of this request along with approval of the preliminary plat.

AGENDA ITEM 5. Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center request to reconsider waiving Items 9 & 10 of the Lafayette Parish Areawide Development Review Committee Comprehensive Report 	dated February 16, 2015. A motion was offered by Mr. Romero, seconded by Ms. McClelland, to waive Condition 9 & 10 of the Lafayette Parish Areawide Development Review Committee Comprehensive Report dated February 16, 2015 pertaining to the Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center Preliminary Plat that was approved on March 12, 2015, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Mayor Ritter stated that the preliminary plat was approved at the last Council meeting and at that time the Council chose not to waive condition 9: “The dedication and construction for Melissa Drive, a north south public street, is required within the limits of the property” and condition 10: “The dedication of 30 of right of way for one half of a 60’ right of way is required along the southern property boundary to accommodate a future east/west public street” from the Lafayette Areawide Development Review Committee Comprehensive Report dated February 16, 2015.  He said that he recently met with the owners of Our Lady of Lourdes and the prospective developers of the property who brought some valid concerns about these conditions.  Mayor Ritter stated that the conditions would take away about 2 ½ acres of usable property.  He stated that the proposed use is a commercial/residential subdivision and after learning more about the development, he feels comfortable in recommending the waiver for the conditions. Mayor Ritter said that the proposed subdivision plat should be coming before the Council at the next Council meeting. 

Ms. McClelland stated that she has concerns about waiving condition 10.

Mayor Ritter replied that the developer of the property will have to bring the plans back before the Council for approval and the Council at that time can make any changes.

	ORDINANCES FOR FINAL ADOPTION

AGENDA ITEM 6. Ordinance No. 265.2-2015 – An ordinance of the City of Youngsville, Louisiana amending and replacing Ordinance No. 265.1-2013 limiting the use of some public streets of the City of Youngsville by certain vehicles with three (3) or more axles or over 25,000 pounds gross weight.  A motion as offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Mr. Stansbury, to adopt Ordinance No. 265.2-2015 an ordinance of the City of Youngsville, Louisiana amending and replacing Ordinance No. 265.1-2013 limiting the use of some public streets of the City of Youngsville by certain vehicles with three (3) or more axles or over 25,000 pounds gross weight, and the vote was follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

UPDATES/OTHER BUSINESS

AGENDA ITEM 7.  Project Updates – City Engineer Pamela Granger stated that the update dated April 1, 2015 was in the agenda packets and added the following additional updates:
· Ground Storage Water Tank – work is taking place on the tank.
· Chemin Metairie Parkway Phase 1 Repairs – the shoulder will be closed due to this area being a restricted construction site.
· Chemin Metairie Sewer Extension – advertisement for bids will take place soon.
· Griffin Road Drainage Project – requested the engineer of record to make some modifications to the plans before the contractor starts the project and there are 2 adjacent projects that there will be coordination with.
· Hwy 89 & Fortune Roundabout – expect to receive plans on Monday from C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates.
· Reviewing the draft traffic study for N. Larriviere and Hwy 92. Requested that Tony Tramel be placed on the agenda for the May 14, 2015 meeting.  Mr. Tramel is also preparing scopes of work for the intersection of Détente and Chemin Metairie and the intersection of Détente and Savoy Road.
· Still trying to get the Corps of Engineer to set a date for the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement so they can start their portion of the drainage study.  She said that she is requesting drainage studies from all of the previous developments in the City and continues with data collection.
Mayor Ritter informed the Council that he sent a letter to Lafayette City-Parish President Joey Durel and Lafayette City-Parish Councilman William Theriot requesting that Lafayette Parish partner with the City of Youngsville on the Savoy Road and Fortune Road projects since part of both of those roads are in Lafayette Parish. He said that he is hoping that the Parish will address their portion of S. Larrivierre as well..

Architect Mark Lalande gave the following additional report on the Recreational Facility Project:
· Jetco Services, a subcontractor of Ratcliff Construction, the general contractor on the project, has abandoned the metal services work and is in violation of their contract.  Ratcliff has invoked the clause in Jetco’s resources with other labor as required to meet their contractual obligations with the City of Youngsville.
· Ratcliff has documented the work that was not completed by Jetco and contacted four (4) companies to look at the work and give proposals to complete. Lloyd Moreau, Inc. who has been in business for 65 years has been contracted by Ratcliff to complete the work. 
· This does not delay the expected completion date of July 2, 2015.

Upon questioning by Mayor Ritter about the status of the parking lot, Mr. Lalande stated that the re-design on the parking lot has not been completed due to a back log in his office.  He said he is not comfortable with the drainage design so he is looking at a surface drainage design instead of sub-surface.  Mr. Lalande said that he hopes to have documents completed within the next 30 days and ready to go out for bids.

Councilman Romero opined that the parking design be able to accommodate the larger vehicles even if it means losing parking spaces, which Mayor Ritter agreed with.  Mayor Ritter stated that this parking lot would be a more traditional use of space.

AGENDA ITEM 8.  Council Member Appointments – Mayor Ritter said that he is pleased to announce the following Council appointments to act as his liaison and advisors in the specific disciplines: 
· Dianne McClelland – Emergency Services and Preparedness 
· Jamison Abshire – Recreation 
· Lauren Michel – Community Development
· Matt Romero – Finance
· Ken Stansbury – Economic Development

AGENDA ITEM 9. Discuss options for City Motto.  Councilman Matt Romero stated that after he reviewed the Growth Guidance Plan that was presented to the Mayor and Council and discussion with several members of the MBA class from UL Lafayette, he would like for the Council to consider adopting the motto that the class came up with “Where life is sweeter”.  He said that he hopes that this would be a starting point that would eventually lead to putting a master plan and city mission statement in place.

Mayor Ritter stated that he agrees with Mr. Romero’s suggestion because he believes it speaks to Youngsville’s roots, being agriculture and also speaks of the quality of life. He said it is also representative of the logo.

A motion as offered by Mr. Stansbury, seconded by Mr. Abshire, to adopt “Where life is sweeter” as the official motto for the City of Youngsville, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

AGENDA ITEM 10. Report on Keeping Youngsville Clean Initiative.  (Councilmen Abshire and Stansbury)  Mr. Abshire stated that Ms. Kori LeCompte with the Bayou Church with Youngsville is organizing the Keeping Youngsville Beautiful Event and asked her to give the details.   He said that this could be the catalyst to get the community to give back to a community we all love.

Ms. LeCompte stated that this is an event to get the youth involved in the community and hopes that there will be many more to come. She stated that she was very excited to meet with Councilmembers Stansbury and Abshire and appreciated their help in getting the word out to help find projects that needed to be done for the elderly, handicapped or the community. 

Mr. Stansbury presented the logo and the t-shirt that will be given out to all of the participants.  He said that the event will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2015 from 9:00 – 11:00 and asked for everyone to meet at City Hall.

At this time, Mayor Ritter called upon Ms. Michel to give an update on the dedication of the “Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial Drive”.  Ms. Michel stated that she is working with Mr. Phil Gallet and members of the VFW and has contacted Evangeline Specialties about the signage.  She said that the event will be held near the round-a-bout at Hwy 92 and Church Street on Memorial Day, May 25, 2015 at 10:00 am.  The road will be closed and she is coordinating with different vendors to provide food and drinks after the ceremony.  

AGENDA ITEM 11.	Approval of Finance Report for March, 2014.  A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Ms. Michel, to approve the finance report for March, 2014, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  Romero
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.

Mr. Romero had questions about the cost of security and umpires and suggested that it may be feasible to hire another full time security person.  

City Treasurer Ashley Sexton, informed the Council that she and the Mayor recently met with Tim Robichaux about the security cost and the complex will be reimbursed for the weekend security.

Mr. Stansbury stated that he recently found out that different age groups require different levels of umpires and that could be one of the reasons for the increase cost in the umpire line item.	

Chief Boudreaux interjected that the number of security depends on the size of the event. 

Mayor Ritter stated that he does share the concern about the expenses, but the good thing is that we are coming up on the first year of operations which will give a true picture of revenue and expenditures.  He said that this will give a better idea of how to budget in the future. Mayor Ritter stated that they are looking at ways to recoup some of the cost through gate fees and also account for it separately so we can see what the revenue and expenses actually are. 

Mr. Abshire stated that the increase in cost is also seasonal due to baseball and soccer.

AGENDA ITEM 12.	Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 12, 2015 and the Special Meeting of March 30, 2015.  A motion was offered by Ms. McClelland, seconded by Ms. Michel, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of March 12, 2015 and the Special Meeting of March 30, 2015, and the vote was as follows:
YEAS:  Abshire, Michel, Romero, Stansbury, McClelland
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None
Motion was approved.
	
AGENDA COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Ritter announced that BYYA’s opening ceremony is Saturday morning at 8:00 am.  The Youngsville Chamber of Commerce Banquet is Tuesday, April 14th and tickets are still available.  He also said that Gary Williams suggested that a local pastor be invited to do the invocation at the Council meetings and Mr. Williams has volunteered to be in charge of this task.

Mr. Romero stated that Mayor Ritter spoke at the Lafayette Parish School Board Facility Committee meeting about the need for schools in the Youngsville area and in his opinion he did the best job he has ever done and addressed every issue possible.  He said that they were well received by the members of the School Board and have received positive press.

There being no further business to come before the Council, a motion to adjourn was offered by Mr. Abshire, seconded by Mr. Stansbury, and unanimously carried. 

								/s/ Ken Ritter												Ken Ritter, Mayor 
/s/ Sally M. Angers			
Sally M. Angers, City Clerk
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